April 1st, 2011
Please check out JB Foote’s website, http://ultraracenews.wordpress.com/2011/04/06/heart-of-the-south-500-a-hometown-affair/, http://ultraracenews.wordpress.com/2011/04/06/heart-of-the-south-500200-stories/, the first article has a great personal review of the race by the solo winner, Ed Wilson.  The second article has comments from both Team Bacchetta and Team BOB. 
Also, PICTURES are available on Photoreflect at http://www.photoreflect.com.  Once the website comes up click on "Photos" under the "Find Your" tab, then "heart of the south 500", "april 1, 2011", and "birmingham, al"-then follow the instructions.
Official results and splits are posted on the site in the results page.
HOS 500
The week prior to the running of the Heart of the South 500 and 200 had been cold and rainy.  Friday morning the clouds began to break up and the weather turned out to be good, mid 40’s at night and 70 or so during the day.  The large amounts of rain also washed much of the pollen out of the skies.  Clear skies, lots of blooming trees portended a great weekend for riding.
At 8 PM the solos started, it was in the low 40’s, clear skies, lots of stars once the six solos left Birmingham.  Zamboni, Garrison, Wilson and Mouri and Bagbee were within minutes of one another through TS1 at 74 miles with Zamboni through first, and again at TS2-only 33 minutes of separation, Zamboni again coming through first.  
At 219 miles, TS3, the front changed positions as Zamboni made a wrong turn now fourth, 22 minutes behind the new leader,  Mouri , Wilson was next,  and then Garrison.  Bagbee had fallen off the pace of these four and came through an hour later with Jeff Bonk maintaining a steady pace another hour later.  After TS3 comes the climb up Fort Mountain, the descent and numerous shorter climbs to get back to Resaca.  Although a picture perfect day with great views from the top of the climb the wind picked up through the North Georgia mountains and after turning West the riders faced 20-30 MPH headwinds.  These winds stayed in place for the rest of the race, easing off during the night and picking up the next morning.  Another mental challenge to overcome, as if this race wasn’t filled with enough already.
Meanwhile the two recumbent teams had started four hours after the solos, both teams on carbon Bacchettas.  The four man team started out strong averaging 20.4 MPH through TS3, 219 miles, passing Bonk and Bagbee.  The two person female team averaged 17.4 MPH through TS3.

At TS4 Mouri came through first with Wilson an hour behind him, Zamboni and Garrison three hours later, followed by Bagbee and Bonk.  All had about 80 miles of mostly flat farmland ahead before the next climbing challenges of Cheaha.
Team Bacchetta  came through TS5 at 7:13 PM, one hour ahead of Wilson who had taken the lead in the solo race.  30 miles ahead lay the 23 miles of preliminary climbs, some at 15%, and then the more normal grade 3.5 mile climb to Mount Cheaha, the highest point in Alabama.  Team BOB was three hours behind Wilson at 15 minutes past 11 PM.  Following later were Zamboni, Mouri, Bagbee, Garrison and Bonk who passed at 0240.
Fifty miles later through Talladega Team Bacchetta had increased their lead to over three hours, Team BOB had passed Wilson who came through at 0358 with Mouri at 0823, Zamboni at 0946, Bagbee at 1024, Garrison at 1031 and Bonk at 1136.
The last fifty miles was straight into the wind with little protection, times were slower than usual but all battled on, the finish line pulling them onward.  Final Results and split times are in the results page of the website.
Team Bacchetta set a new record for the 500 at 19.0 MPH and of course for a recumbent team, since there had never been one on the course before.  Team BOB, two ladies on Bacchettas set the new course record for women at 15.33 mph.

HOS 200
Ultraracenews also has a story from Kurt Searvogel and Peggy Patty at, http://ultraracenews.wordpress.com/2011/04/06/heart-of-the-south-500200-stories/

The pre-registrations for this years’ 200 mile race were on the light side until the weather forecast on Wednesday declared a beautiful day.  Fifteen showed up and started off at 0500 with temps in the low 40’s.  A couple of  hours later the temperature rose to 60, about an hour later the toes began to regain feeling, not all were prepared for the chilly weather but once the sun came out it was a beautiful day.

The rest stop volunteers had a hard time keeping up as Ed Walker and Kurt Searvogel raced faster than they could set up the new stops.  The 200 director, Josh Beck called and said this looks like a new record, and sure enough Kurt finished in 10:08, Ed in 10:22--both broke the old record!
Another record was set by Peggy Petty for a recumbent woman,. a couple of minutes faster than before!

